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'TAB. 8229. 
ERIA HYACINTHOIDES. 


Java. 


ORCHIDACEAE. Tribe EPIDENDREAE. 
EnrA, Lóndl.; Benth. et Hook. f. Gen. Plant. vol. iii. p. 500. 


Eria hyacinthoides, Lindl. Gen. & Sp. Orch. p. 66; Miq. Fl. Ind. Bat. vol. iii. 
p. 660; J. J. Smith, Orch. Jav. p. 410; affinis E. bieristatae, Lindl., sed 
racemis triplo longioribus et multifloris differt. 


Herba, epiphytica, eirea 30 em. alta.  Pseudobulbi erecti, oblongi, subcompressi, 
6-7 em. longi, vaginis brunneis vestiti, 2-3-phylli. Foli«a petiolata, elon- 
gata, subobtusa, coriacea, 20-30 em. longa, 3°5-4°5 em. lata, basi attenuata. 
Pedunculi axillares, erecti, 10-15 cm. longi; racemi multiflori, rachi et 
pedicellis albido-tomentosis. Bracteae ovatae, acutae, concavae, pubes- 
centes, 4-6 mm. longae. Pedicelli 7-10 mm. longi. Flores pubescentes, 
albi; anthera flava. Sepalum posticum oblongum, obtusum, circa 1:3 em. 
longum ; sepala lateralia ovato-oblonga, obtusa, 1:3 em. longa; mentum 
oblongum, obtusum, cirea 6 mm. longum. Petala ovato-oblonga, obtusa, 
eirca 1 em. longa. Labellum trilobum, cirea 1 em. longum ; lobi laterales 
erecti, triangulares, acuti; lobus intermedius reflexus, ovato-oblongus, 
obtusus; diseus prominenter longitudinaliter bicallosus, canalieulatus. 
Columna clavata, 7-8 mm. longa. 


Eria hyacinthoides, Lindl., is a Javan species which was 
originally described by Blume in 1825 under the name of 
Dendrolirium hyacinthoides ; the two genera cannot, 
however, be separated. The species was recorded as a 
native of Mt. Salak. Lindley probably only knew it from 
description, for his herbarium contains but a single flower, 
marked as authentie, which was afterwards sent to him by 
Reichenbach. "The plant here figured was obtained from 
Leiden by Mr. F. W. Moore, Glasnevin, under the name of 
E. bieristata, Lindl., but that species s according to the original 
deseription has a "short, few-flowered inflorescence, and 
Mr. J. J. Smith, author of Die Orchideen von Java, con- 
siders our plant to be E. hyacinthoides, Lindl.; 1t certainly 
agrees better with the description of the latter. Smith, 
however , deseribes the side lobes of the lip as deep violet 
brown, a character not mentioned by Blume. He further 
considers . 7. ebulbis, Lindl. (Dendrolirium ebulbe, Blume) 
and 4. Endymion, Ridl. , 8 synonymous ; this point requires 
confirmation, for Blume placed the former in a different 
section from #. hyacinthoides, and the latter is a native of 
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Singapore. Further material is necessary to clear up these 
points. Several of the Javan species are very imperfeetly 
known, and Smith enumerates eight out of thirty-five as 
doubtful. Eria is a large and difficult genus, bearing a 
considerable general resemblance to Dendrobium, from which 
it is readily separated by its eight pollinia. The species are 
not commonly cultivated except in botanical gardens, and 
as the fleshy erests of the lip shrink greatly in drying they 
are unusually difficult to diseriminate. They are chiefly 
concentrated in the Indo-Malayan region. 


DxscniPrION.— Epiphyte, about a foot high. Pseudobulbs 
erect, oblong, somewhat compressed, 24-3 in. long, 
clothed with brown sheaths, 2—3-leaved. Leaves petioled, 
elongate-oblong, subobtuse, coriaceous, 8-12 in. long, about 
1l in. broad, somewhat attenuate at the base. Peduncles 
axillary, erect, stoutish, 4-6 in. long ; racemes elongate, 
many-Howered. Bracts ovate, acute, concave, pubescent, 
about 4 in. long. Pedicels about 4 in. long, white- 
tomentose as is the rachis, Flowers pubescent, white, with 
a yellow anther. Dorsal sepal oblong, obtuse, over d in. 
long ; lateral ovate-oblong, obtuse, over 4 in. long; mentum 
oblong, obtuse, about 4 in. long. Petals ovate-oblong, 
obtuse, about Fin. long. Lip 3-lobed, about J in. long ; side- 
lobes erect, triangular, acute; front-lobe reflexed, ovate- 
oblong, obtuse; disk with two prominent fleshy  keels, 
channelled. Column clavate, about 4 in. long.—R. A. RoLrE. 

Cuvrivarıon. —Eria hyacinthoides was presented to Kew 
in 1903 by Mr. F. W. Moore, Keeper of the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Glasnevin. It is a sturdy grower and produces in 
May several spikes of white flowers which last a long time. 
Like the rest of the genus this species enjoys liberal treat- 
ment during its growing period, which is from April to 
September, and a lower temperature with little or no water 
at the root during its resting period. It thrives in a 
mixture of peat fibre and sphagnum in a pan or teak basket 
suspended near the roof glass in the tropical orchid house.— 


W. Warson. 


Fig. 1, column with lip attached; 2, lip seen from front; 3, anther-eap; 
L, pollinia : -ull enlarged. 
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Berlin W., im Januar 1878. 


pu 


N in ich bereits seit 4 Jahren von Breslau hierher verzogen bin, werden doch noch sehr häufig 
Anfragen und Bestellungen unter der früheren Wohnorts-Adresse an mich gerichtet, von denen nicht jede 
umadressirt in meinen Besitz gelangt. Diesem Umstande abzuhelfen haben sich somit auch meine früheren Orts- 
veränderungs-Anzeigen nicht als ausreichend erwiesen und so erachte ich es für zweckmässig, sümmtliehen höheren 
Lehranstalten Deutsehlands beiliegend ein Verzeichniss meiner selbst gefertigten Blüthen-Modelle, als Lehr- 


mittel zum botanischen Unterricht, zur geneigten Kenntnissnahme einzuschicken. 


Diese Modelle sind in theils mehr theils wenieer vergrössertem Maassstabe aus Guttapercha. Mach“ und 
g g l 


anderen Materialien dauerhaft angefertigt, in Oel naturgetreu gemalt und jedes Einzelne auf polirtem Holzstünder 


mit ihrer Bezeichnung aufgestellt. 


Ihr Zweck ist: Die Vorträge über die natürlichen Pflanzensysteme ohne Rücksicht auf die Jahreszeit in 
systematischer Ordnung vollziehen zu können. Sie ersetzen ferner nicht nur die instructive Demonstration der 
natürlichen Pflanze, sondern erleichtern auch bei ihrer vergrösserten Nachbildung die Anschauung aller feinen, 
selbst der kleinsten Organe und die Unterscheidungs-Merkmale der einzelnen Gruppen bei Vergleich an lebenden 


Pflanzen mit dem blossen Auge aufzufassen. Nebenbei sind, wo erforderlich, auch die inneren Organe im Durch- 


—- . J x — —- ————— "HR — - 
schnitt, oder zerlegbar dareestelv ne — = — = — 


Seit dem 12jàhrigen Bestehen dieser in Deutschland mir nur allein eigenthümlichen Fabrikation. haben schon 
mehr als 600 Lehranstalten des In- und Auslandes sich diese botanischen Modelle. theils vollständig, theils in 
einzelnen ausgewählten Exemplaren angeschafft, von denen wiederum der grössere Theil fortgesetzt weiter 
complettirt. Dies sowohl, als auch die mir von allen Seiten zukommenden ehrenden Anerkennungen und bereits 
10fachen Ausstellungs - Prümiirungen*) begründen den Werth dieses botanischen Lehrmittels, welches ich mir die 


Freiheit nehme, auch Ihrer geneigten Berücksichtigung dringend anzuempfehlen. 


Da, wo die Dotirungen nicht gestatten die ganze Suite oder eine grössere Auswahl anzuschaffen. empfiehlt 
sich die Vte Zusammenstellung von 12 Stück Modellen unter der Bezeichnung: 


Sammlung für Volksschulen mit Beigabe einer gedruckten Erläuterung. 


Hochachtungsvoll 


£ 
Robert Brendel, 
" BERLIN W. 
Il0l, Kurfürstendamm II. 


*) Paris, Breslau, Moskau, Wien, Hamburg, Altona, Amsterdam, Florenz, Dison undZfforto. - 


Druck von Gustav Hoffmann, Berlin, Spandauerstr. 17. 
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PACHYSTOMA THOMSONIANUM. 
See Woodcut, page 11. 


A beautiful dwarf Orchid of Pleione habit and aspect, introduced by us from the West Coast 
of Africa, through our collector, Mr. Kalbreyer, at whose request it commemorates the services 
of the late Mr. Thomson, a well-known resident on that pestilential coast. 

It is deseribed by Professor Reichenbach in the Gardeners’ Chronicle for November 9th, 1879, 
where we glean the following particulars. 

** The bulbs may be likened to certain small figs, and which are alternately marked by numerous 
small grooves. The leaf is membranous, a span high. The long peduncle is velvety, with one 
sheath in the middle, and bears two large flowers, and since the infloresence I saw, bore a third 
and fourth flowerless bract, it may be surmised that the flowers will, by-and-bye, increase in 
number. Sepals and petals white, beautifully shining as if varnished ; lip of the brightest purple, 
side lacinie and column light green, striped and blotched with brown." 


Pachystoma Thomsonianwm is figured in the Botanical Magazine for 1880, Tab. 6471, and fully 


described by Sir J. D. Hooker, who remarks that :—“ The subject of the present plate is a very 


lovely one ; its graceful form, and the purity and brillianey of its white, and the vividness of its 
red, render it one of the most beautiful Orchids of its type and habit, which remind one a good 
deal of some Cologynes (Pleiones).” 

It was awarded a First Class Certificate by the Royal Horticultural Society on the occasion 
of its being first exhibited, October 14th, 1879. 

“A striking Orchid with white flowers, admirably contrasted with a long, narrow, purple 
labellum.’—Gardeners’ Chronicle, October 18th, 1879. 

Price 63s. each. 


the above quotations are taken. 
Price 10s. 6d. each ; stronger, 21s. 


LASTREA RICHARDSII MULTIFIDA. 
See Woodcut, page 9. 


A beautiful erested Fern for warm conservatory and intermediate house, sent to us by Charles 
Moore, Esq., of the Botanie Garden, Sydney, N.S.W. 

Mr. Thomas Moore, the eminent authority on Ferns, in his notice of this new variety in the 
Gardeners’ Chronicle for January 22nd, 1881, writes ;— 

“The typical form of this Fern is a New Caledonian plant. In the variety now under notice, 
which is one of the handsomest of all known Ferns, the fronds differ in having their apex and 
the apices of the pinn® multifidly eut into numerous narrow-pointed spreading finger-like lobes." 

* The plant has fronds 3 feet high, including the stipes, which are a foot long, numerously 
developed from a short decumbent caudex. The pinn® are upwards of 4 inches long in the 
broadest part, and terminate in a densely fingered tuft of about fifty long narrow acute divisions, 
the apex of the frond dividing into two or more branches consisting of about seventy of these 
small finger-like segments." 

* [ts bright green colour, its small pinnules, and the bold crested apiees with their numerous 
narrow divisions, give this plant a singularly elegant character, and mark it out as a very 
ornamental useful Fern for the decoration of the hothouse." 

It received the award of a First Class Certificate from the Royal Hortieultural Society, 
April 27th, 1880 ; and Certificate of Merit from the Royal Botanie Society, May 19th following. 

** A pretty tasselled Fern of elegant character."—Gardeners' Chronicle, May 1st, 1880. 


Price 7s. 6d. each ; strong plants for specimens, 49s. and 63s. 
3 


Price 63s. each. 


For full description, sce page 16. 
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SCHISMATOGLOTTIS CRISPATA. 


Price 21s. each. 
For full description, see page 17. 
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are not liable to insects, and a dıy atmosphere seems 
to agree with them. The sorts of Apricots we grow are 
the Moorpark, Hemskirk, and Peach, which are the 
largest and best, the two latter being a little hardier 
than the first named, and not so likely to go off through 
canker of the branches in the provoking way Apri- 
cots do. I have been told that stocks raised from 
Apricot stones and worked prevent this cankering, 
and shall be glad if those who have tried them will 
give their experience. 7. Sheppard, 


The Stinging Tree of Queensland (p. 465).— 
This plant, alluded to in .A»ew/edge, is, no doubt, 
Laportea gigas, a native of the warmer parts of 
Eastern Australia. "There is a specimen in the beau- 
tiful botanic gardens at Sydney, where, however, it 
has anything but a ** pleasant appearance to the eye,” 
itslarge deciduous leaves being much attacked by 
insects. As far as I am aware, there is no species of 
Urticaria with stinging glands growing in the neigh- 
bourhood of Sydney; at all events, though I have 
rambled many miles there, I never came across one ; 
but the deficiency is quite supplied by the large 
variety of plants with spiny foliage—such as Macro- 
zamia spiralis, which at Broken Day is very common, 
and produces its cone-like fruit in abundance. Zrank 
Gunning. 


Campanula Hendersoni, — The writer of the 
description of Edge Hall which appeared in the 
Gardeners Chronicle at p. 445 seems to have 
misunderstood something I said about this plant, 
which I never believed to be a mere variety of C. 
carpatica. C. Hendersoni seems to me to be a hybrid, 
and without knowing its history I should say it is the 
offspring of C. carpatica and C. pyramidalis, as it 
imitates the latter both in the shape of the flower and 
of the leaf. I have never known it to ripen seed here, 
and have never produced anything like it from the 
seed of C, turbinata, though I have produced car- 
patica in many shades of colour. C. Hendersoni is 
one of the best of its genus for garden decoration— 
the good clear blue of the flowers, the profusion in 
which they are produced, and their long duration 
making it very ornamental. It is, however, easily 
lost, the whole plant often dying after flowering, and 
not being a very easy plant to divide. A white C. 
Hendersoni, which I saw offered in a catalogue last 
spring and ordered, proved to be a white C. carpatica, 
leaving the former a thing stil to be hoped for. 
C. Wolley Dod, Edge Hall, Oct. 7. 


Begonias for Bedding-out. — I have before 
advocated the use of the tuberous-rooted Begonias for 
bedding purposes in your columns, and now we are 
nearly at the end of the third season of their growth 
at this place, this year rather largely, having had four 
good-sized beds of it, and these were perfect, as many 
of your readers can testify. Now, on October 9, after 
all the wet dull weather we have had, they are a blaze 
of beauty, while all the Pelargonium blooms are spoiled 
with the long damp nights. I saw a random shot 
fired at the Begonia as a bedding plant in a contem- 
porary, but I think the cause of failure was not with 
the Begonias; no doubt some strains are more 
robust than others, mine is what is known as 
Sibbald's strain from Bishop Auckland—they are 
dwarf in habit, but very strong in growth, the 
flowers almost the substance of Tulips. The real 
secret of growing the Begonia well in beds is to 
give the hungry plants plenty of good stuff to grow 
in. In preparing the beds we take the soil out a foot 
deep, then put a layer of good rotten dung from an 
old Cucumber bed, fill up the bed with a good mixture 
of sand, loam, and leaf soil; with this treatment 
success is certain. We have no bedding plant for the 
dull north of Yorkshire to equalit. If the weather is 
hot and dry in July, it should be liberally supplied 
with water; the winter treatment is simple enough, 
the plants might be put in boxes or pots, and placed 
under a stage in any out-of-the-way place, so long as 
they are kept from frost. — At the end of March they 
should be potted off, and allowed to stand in a frame 
without much heat. "Treated in this way the plants 
will be in good trim for the beds by the end of May. 
William Culverwell, Thorpe Perrow. 


A Discriminating Alga.— Discrimination is not 
confined to the fungus tribe. At p. 31 I mentioned 
a fungus which (according to the printed description 
quoted) grows in cellars—*' but only where good 
old wine is kept." This bacchanalian fungus has, we 
now learn, a religious relative—not the flabby sewer 
fungus, which weighed 170 lb. and recently did tempo- 
rary religious duty in a London church, but one which 
sticks to the church and never leaves it. At the re- 
cent annual excursion of the Penzance Natural History 
and Antiquarian Society, Towednack Church was 
visited, and at that place a gentleman directed the 
attention of the visitors to ‘a very rare plant.” 
** Thirty years ago,” said this gentleman, ‘the plant 
(Alga) was all over the walls, and being of a sky- 
blue colour it gave a peculiar colour to the interior.” 
This wonderful “ plant,” termed **a fungus" by its 
describer, was evidently an early member of the Blue- 


Ribbon Army, as well became a well-bred water-borne 
Alga. A good deal of this “rare plant" was, it 
appears, destroyed in past times by dry-rot and lime- 
wash, but it still luxuriates in the church tower. The 
gentleman who undertook the description of the 
plant then said the  '*fungus" in question 
* was only found in churches and nowhere ” 
else ; and he left it for others to explain what it ** did 
before churches existed." If this is a fact it would 
be interesting to learn whether the discriminating 
Alga here referred to confines itself to the churches 
belonging to any particular religious denomination, 
or whether some of its congeners at times appear in 
dissenting chapels or the meeting-houses of the Ply- 
mouth Brethren. More information is needed about 
this wonder, ** The name of the * fungus," " said the 
gentleman, **is Oscillatoria cyanea.” Our readers 
will know this ** fungus " (?) to be one of the minute 
plants (Conferv&) found growing on stones, &c., in 
pools and wet places, and named Oscillatoria from 
their oscillating motion ; the water probably helps the 
oscillation in the church Alga, whilst the **good old 
wine" induces it in the bacchanalian of the cellar. 
How the Alga lived ** before churches existed " it is 
difficult to say : evolutionists may help us to clear up 
this point. 77, G. .S. 


he Anerbacsons order, 


— 


MICHAELMAS DAISIESs.—Out of a large collection, 
consisting of some fifty or sixty varieties of Aster, I 
select a few for mention because they are nearly new 
or uncommon, The finest Aster I have, or have ever 
seen, was bought two years ago from Mr. Robert 
Parker of Tooting. It was named amethystinus, 
which may be right. It looks as if it might be a fine 
garden development of A. Novi-Belgii, of which I 
have many other fine forms. It grows 6 feet high, 
with a bold branching habit, and bears large semi- 
double flowers of very pale and very clear lavender. 
It increases very fast, being an exception to the rule 
that good things increase slowly. Whatever its origin 
may be, it will soon, I hope, be in the garden of 
every cottager who has an eye for rood-flowers. A, 
salsuginosus is the name of a very fine Michaelmas 
Daisy which was in flower at Kew in the beginning 
of August, and of which Mr. Lynch lately sent me 
flowers from the Cambridge Botanical Gardens. The 
flowers are nearly as large as those of the old Aster 
sibiricus, with a much better habit of growth. I 
cannot find it in any nursery catalogue, or I should 
already have it in my garden. A, ptarmicoides is a 
new introduction in English nursery catalogues, but 
is not a showy plant. The flowers are dull white, 
larger than those of Achillea ptarmica, from their re- 
semblance to which the plant, I suppose, has its name. 
A. oblongifolius was offered as a novelty last year by 
Messrs. Woolson in their American catalogue. It is 
of good habit, 3 feet high, with a wide spreading 
bushy head of flowers. The flowers are without 
merit either in colour or form. A. sikkimensis is 
well worth growing, in spite of its very straggling 
habit both above and under ground. It grows about 
5 feet high, and bears plentifully flowers distinct from 
those of any other Aster. They are produced in closely 
set umbels; the rays are in a double row, very regu- 
larly arranged and slightly reflexed : quite new in 
style. Sent me by Mr. W. Thompson. Boltonia 
latisquama is, I am assured, the correct name of a 
remarkable-looking Aster which came to me as 
** przealtus," was then changed to **laxus," and now 
has a new label again. It grows 7 feet high, but 
shorter stalks, 3 or 4 feet high, are produced round 
the plant, which flower six weeks earlier than the 
long stalks. The flowers are pure white, like those 
of a lawn Daisy, but rather sparingly produced. It 
spreads very fast, but does not run, though a single 
stalk, if left for three years in rich soil, forms a dense 
impenetrable forest nearly a yard through. Aster 
sericeus, rightly called **silky," is another very dis- 
tinct and neat plant, which I had from Mr. W. 
Thompson, of Ipswich. It has wiry stalks about 
3 feet high, and branches covered with silvery satin- 
like leaves, and bearing light purple flowers of irre- 
gular form. "Though not a showy plant, it is elegant 
and choice. The stems require support as soon as 
they are a foot high, or they are likely to be broken 
off by wind. C. Wolley Dod, Edge Hall Malpas, 
Oct. 9, 
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Royal Horticultural: Oc, 10.—G. F. Wilson, 
Esq., F.R.S., in the chair. At the conclusion of the 
usual preliminary business, Mr. Shirley Hibberd pro- 
ceeded to address the meeting on the subject of 
plant labels, and after stating how the plant label 
competition had been originated by the offer of a 
prize of Z5 by their Chairman, Mr. Wilson, remarked 
that the Society of Arts had generously presented the 
whole collection sent in for competition, to the Royal 
Horticultural Society, and he hoped the latter Society 
would have them arranged in a cabinet and placed in 
a suitable position, the collection being one of con- 
siderable interest and value to horticulturists. If he 
had to judge labels himself, Mr. Hibberd would first 
consider their legibility, which, above all things, 
should be insisted upon, and the man who 
wrote a good, bold, clear hand without flourishes, 
should always be the one selected to do the 
work.  Cheapness was the next quality; but 
this was a dangerous subject to talk about, and he 
would pass it by with the remark that it was of no 
use wasting money on a bad article, The third 
requirement ina good label was durability, a very 
important point, though he was one of those who 
thought that a perishable label was not without its 
advantages, for the man who takes an interest in his 
plants found a constant source of pleasure, while 
writing fresh tallies, in renewing afresh his memory of 
some pleasant circumstance connected with the origin 
or acquirement of the plants whose names were con- 
stantly brought before him. As to the materials for 
label-making, we have metal, slate, stone, glass, 
wood, paper, and linen, and each one, considering 
the circumstances of the locality in which he 
lived, should adopt that material for labels 
which was common to the neighbourhood ; thus, 
if he went to live in a slate country he would 
use slates as being the best for the place. One 
material which always demanded a paragraph to 
itself was glass, than which there was nothing so 
valuable, being absolutely imperishable until it gets 
broken; There were strong objections to mysterious 
preparations and proprietaryarticles in connection with 
the use of labels, such things being all in the wrong 
direction and likely to prove more plague than profit. 
The label awarded the prize by the Society of Arts 
was prepared with a lot of these mysterious articles, 
and was not of much use when they had got it. 
Labels were divided into two classes, those required 
for temporary use and those which it was desirable 
should be of a more permanent character. The tem- 
porary labels are most in demand by nurserymen, and 
are made of several kinds of material. In 1870 he 
obtained a collection of Hollies from Messrs. Veitch's 
which bore labels of a very durable character. They 
bore a number as well as the name of the plant, and 
the advantage of keeping them was that they not only 
told him what he had but also what he had lost. A 
neat form of stout paper label was that used by Messrs, 
Richard Smith & Co., of Worcester, and the advan- 
tage which this label had was that it told him the 
name of the plant and the name of the nurserymen 
who supplied it—a practice which he thought other 
nurserymen would do well to adopt. Where parch- 
ment labels were used by nurserymen, their customers 
could not too soon use their own labels, for it isa very 
objectionable material, which rolls and curls when 
wet, and soon becomes illegible. The Society of Arts' 
prize label was neat and pretty, but in its preparation 
required the use of several acids, and when done was 
a perishable article—certainly not the durable sub- 
stantial article they had a right to look for. A glass 
tube with the name printed on a slip of paper inserted 
could not be said to be ingenious, and was certainly 
not durable. Another form of glass label was that 
which was painted at the back and then written upon 
—a good label until it was broken. His friend, Mr. 
Kellock, used glass in another way, writing with a 
diamond such particulars as he required to know on 
small pieces of glass, which could be put almost or 
entirely out of sight. Of combinations of glass and 
metalthere were a great many, and all of a more or 
less useful character, and a great advantage of the use 
of glass in this way was, that printing which was 
cheap and readable could be employed. The best 
forms were those in which the glass was set in a per- 
fect framework of zinc, Mr. Hibberd next pointed 
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western slope of the Mendip Hills, about eighteen 
miles from Bristol, Zrank Gunning, Beaminster, 
Bristol, 


When to Lift Potatos.—I have read with much 
interest Mr. J. L. Jensen's remarks on the lifting and 
storing of Potatos. I think that the advice given, 
not to lift them until the tops are thoroughly ripened 
ard dead, is sound and practical. Allow me to give 
an instance which I think will, to a great extent, 
corroborate what he says on that head. Although I 
could not quite account for it at the time, on reading 
Mr. Jensen’s letter it appeared quite clear to me. On 
February 14 I planted sixteen sorts of Potatos—a 
small quantity of each—wishing to have some fit to 
lift by the beginning of August so as to exhibit a 
small collection at our cottagers’ show. I lifted what 
I required for that purpose, leaving the remainder in 
the ground till early in September, when, requiring 
the ground, I had them taken up and laid in their 
several sorts between the rows of some Magnum 
Bonums, the haulm of which was green, though 
spotted with disease. They were then perfectly 
sound and free from disease, but on examining them 
some week or ten days after I found nearly every 
tuber badly diseased, whilst the crop of Magnum 
Bonums beneath them, and which had the protection 
of the soil, were quite sound, not a diseased tuber 
being found in a bushel. I think that the theory put 
forth by Mr. Jensen, that the covering of earth isa 
protection from the falling spores of the fungus, is 
sound, and borne out by facts. Again, every Potato 
which had thrust itself out of the soil on the top of 


are rare, "The pair have been planted probably some 
forty years, they reach a maximum height of perhaps 
40 feet, but the real beauty of both is found in the 
splendidly pendulous growth from the lower tier of 
branches, which, coming out from the stem some I5 
feet in height, throw down to the ground all round 
over a large area a perfect mass of branches and 
leafage. There are also some fine Cedars, a noble 
Catalpa, and other interesting trees, but the Weeping 
Beeches are, to my mind, by far the most rare and 
pleasing. A. 2. 


Notes on Fruit.—Going into an old orchard a 
few days ago I was struck with the beautiful appear- 
ance of some very old large trees of Winter Pearmain 
Apples. A fine crop of Apples is this year the 
exception, not the rule, and in the case alluded to 
was confined to three varieties—the Pearmain, Winter 
Quoining, and a sprinkling of Blenheim Orange, and 
as far as my observation goes, crops are this season 
confined almost exclusively to early ripening kinds 
—kinds whose wood matures early—whilst very late 
kinds have little if any fruit, and that very poor. 
Under such conditions one instinctively asks, Why? 
There must be some reason for the fruitful condition 
of a few trees, while their surroundings are almost 
entirely barren. The reflection that the seasons lately 
have been very unfavourable scarcely satisfies ; the 
seasons have been the same for one as for the other. 
The natural conclusion is that if more care were exer- 
cised in selecting suitable varieties, crops would be, 
as a rule, more uniform. — Whether planting for 
profit or for the supply of a private family, it would 
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the ridges was badly diseased. John 
Summer Vale Nursery, Tunbridge Wells. 


Charlton, 


Notable Trees.— The finest specimen Scotch Fir 
I have ever seen stood, and, I trust, stands still, in a 
small wood adjoining the highroad from Southampton 
to Romsey, and in the eastern corner of Lord Mount 
Temple's estate, adjoining ihe hamlet of Upton. I 
saw it on several occasions some sixteen years since, 
and when visiting it with a friend on one of these 
occasions made a rough measurement of the circum- 
ference of the stem chest-high, that is, at about 445 feet 
from the ground, by spanning it. We two clasped 
the stem to the utmost of our tether, finger points 
just touching on one side, and we found on the other 
some 18 inches left uncovered. Allowing, which is, 
I think, a very fair average, that from point to point 
of fingers of a man of average build is 5 feet 9 inches, 
it would make the tree-stem at the height named to 
be just 13 feet. The stem was a singularly round, 
clean, and handsome one, and reached about 25 feet 
from the ground ere it broke, and carried on immense 
branches a noble rounded head. If the tree still 
stands, its girth should now be very much larger. 
Perhaps Mr. Dixon of Thornham Park, who knew 
the tree well, or Mr. Thirlby, of Broadlands, could 
give some more recent information respecting this fine 
specimen, In the pleasure grounds attached to Han- 
worth Park, Feltham, the residence of A. Lafone, Esq., 
are a pair of Weeping Beech, that well deserve notice. 
Of course, compared with the giant trees seen at Ash- 
ridge and in parks and woods elsewhere, these are 
pigmies, but then, whilst the common Beech is a very 
common tree, and even the deep coloured purple kind 
is by no means uncommon, such samples of the 
Weeping Beech as are to be seen at Hanworth Park 


(SEE P. 500.) 


be better to plant a number of trees of varieties 
known to succeed in the neighbourhood of intended 
plantations than to incur the risk of planting general 
collections, especially in unfavourable situations. 
Dr. Hogg, in his /ruit Manual, has endeavoured to 
define the latitude of varieties, but much must depend 
on the judgment and discretion of the planter. It is 
a fact that few know the different varieties of Apples 
and Pears well, and until the constitution and pecu- 
liarities of each variety are known and understood, 
the condition of our fruit crops will continue unsatis- 
factory. The same thing occurs in Grape growing, 
where late kinds, such as Muscat of Alexandria, or 
Barbarossa, are not treated more liberally as to tem- 
perature than would suffice to ripen the Sweetwater or 
Black Hamburgh. With these facts well understood 
by many clever cultivators, I fear they are frequently 
lost sight of in determining the position of our hardy 
outdoor fruits. How often do we see that grand 
Pear, Easter Beurré, in some cold out-of-the-way 
corner on an espalier or standard, cracked, gnarled, 
and wretched, worse than useless ; whereas on the 
corner of a south wall in the same garden it would in 
all probability ripen its fruit to perfection : clearly 
demonstrating the cause of failure, viz., insufficient 
temperature to bring it to maturity. Badly matured 
Íruit means badly matured wood and all its concomi- 
tant evils, to which cause the great majority of the 
failures in fruit growing are referable, certainly not 
less in the cultivation of outdoor than indoor fruits ; 
therefore I conclude that the selection of suitable 
varieties for the various localities is of the first import- 
ance. For the cultivation of hardy bush fruits, such 
as Apples, Pears, Plums, Cherries, and even Goose- 
berries and Currants, the cuttings and embankments 
of railways are especially adapted, presenting, as they 


do, every conceivable aspect, all kinds of soil and 
climate from the South Coast to the far North ; here 
a beautiful curve, miles in extent, with a south sun 
shining on it, and there the shelter of some friendly 
wood, presenting to the practical mind the exact con- 
ditions necessary to the successful growth of some of 
our best kinds of fruit. By judicious selection and 
arrangement there is no portion, however bleak and 
exposed, of the thousands of miles traversed by the 
iron roads of the United Kingdom but might by a 
moderate outlay be rendered eventually a source of 
immense wealth as well as a great public boon. Trees 
on the sides of railways would no doubt be objection- 
able, but not so bushes 5 or 6 feet high, a height 
which need not in any case be exceeded. Once 
planted their management would not be a very serious 
matter, with the facilities of moving from point to 
point possessed by railways; one intelligent super- 
intendent would manage an immense district, I 
would strongly recommend the subject of fruit grow- 
ing to railway companies as a source of revenue ; but 
it has another important aspect, it would convert 
many a bare unsightly bank into a beautiful garden, 
and give finish and beauty to what is now in many 
cases a barren waste ; such a change in the landscape 
of railways is sadly wanted. Zenry Eckford, Bore- 
atton Park, Baschurch, Salop, Oct. 3. 


Exhibition Potatos.—“ E. f. B." names School- 
master as one of the best Potatos we have. For this 
I am thankful, as it has also proved to be one of the 
most popular exhibition kinds. His opinion as to 
Queen of the Valley must be taken cautiously, because 
that kind has been in cultivation here but a year or 
so, and though it has proved a fine and prolific kind 
so far, we must not be in too much hurry to swear 
by it. Inanycase it will make a popular show kind, 
for its tubers are very handsome. I may have an 
opinion that there are other kinds of Potatos quite 
as good as the kinds above named, and as well 
worthy of general culture, but what I may think is 
of little moment when *'' E. T. D." gives utter- 
ance to diverse views. If he and some other 
critics knew as much about the relative qualities of 
Potatos as I do, and had grown as many sorts, 
perhaps they would not be quite so assured as they 
now seem to be. It is rather a harsh thing to say, 
that many Potatos are put into commerce simply for 
trade purposes. I do not think any one has sent out 
a new kind of Potato without believing that it was 
really a good and useful kind, although perhaps 
mistaken in some cases. The simple fact that some 
kinds, which unkindly critics denounce as worthless, 
are almost universally grown, seems to show that their 
opinion is far from being universally held. As to the 
cooking of Potatos at shows, there is little use or 
sense in the practice. If a Potato is inferior it stands 
self condemned to the person who has grown it, for 
if beyond being handsome it has no good table 
qualities, then he only punishes himself by growing 
it. If he grows it and likes it, his opinion as backed 
by practice is worth something. Whilst Potato 
raisers are doing their very best to put into commerce 
only really good new kinds, we may safely leave to 
the public to decide for themselves what kinds they 
like and what they do not, 4. 2. 


Wall Copings.—The utility of these glazed 
copings can scarcely be overrated, as not only do 
they assist very materially in warding off frosts during 
the spring, but they keep the tender blossoms and 
fruit dry, and it is a well-known fact that wet when 
trees are in flower is almost, if not quite, as fatal as 
frost. For Apricots and late Peaches a glass coping 
is almost indispensable, especially for the first-named, 
for when exposed to rain or heavy night dews, 
Apricots rot wholesale, but when protected and kept 
dry, they remain whole and sound. We had striking 
proofs of this last year, as half our trees were under 
copings, and the other half without, and I am quite 
sure I am within the mark when I say that we got at 
least 90 per cent. of fine fruit fit for dessert from the 
former, and not Io per cent. from the latter, as the 
majority were specked and decayed little or much. 
This decided us to cover the whole, and the result has 
been all we could wish, as during the twenty- 
five years I have had charge here we never 
before had such a crop, as from sixteen trees we 
have gathered between three and four thousand 
of fruit. One wall is 15 feet high, and the other 
10 feet, the higher wall having a coping a yard wide, 
and the other 2 feet, which is quite wide enough 
for any wall that height, as it shoots off all wet, and 
does not obstruct or confine the air too much, as 
a wider one would do. The Apricots are on a 
south-west wall, which is a good one for that kind 
of fruit, as it is not so baking and hot as is the 
case where the trees get the sun the whole day. 
Some think the night dews are necessary for Peaches 
and Nectarines, and no doubt they are very bene- 
ficial at certain seasons, but a sprinkling daily during 
the height of summer from the garden-engine will 
keep trees in good health, Our Peaches are treated 


jh this way, but the Apricots do not get any, as they 
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(11) 
Maxillaria dichroma, Xo/fe. 


An attractive, new introduction of ours allied to M. venusta, but the 
petals are charmingly suffused on their lower halves with light, pinkish- 
purple, the lip being margined with the same colour ; the sepals are white. 
It grows freely in the cool house, the flowers lasting a considerable time in 
beauty. 

Price on application. 


Maxillaria elegantula, Xo/fe. 


A handsome, new introduction from the M. Sanderiana district, which 
was figured in the Gardeners’ Chronicle of December II, 1897, page 420. It 
is very pleasing in colour, the petals being white at the base, the apical 
portions rich yellow, marked with chocolate spots, while the sepals are 
white at the base. shading into chrome-yellow and chocolate red, with 
chocolate-red spots, the same colour, minus the yellow shading, being appa- 
rent on the external surfaces, The lip is very curious, reflexed, with two 
bright, canary-yellow callosities covering the whole upper surface, except- 
ing a narrow margin at the sides of chocolate-red, The species is a decided 
ornament to the cool house, the growth and foliage being in the way of 
M. grandiflora. 

Price on application. 


Phaius x Ashworthianus. 
P. Mannz P. maculatus. 1 


Certainly the most distinct hybrid Phaius yet raiscd, and among the 
most beautiful of the whole family. The large, open flowers have the sepals 
and petals of a clear, old gold colour, shaded with ochre in contradistinction 
to which appears the large, heavily fluted labellum of the same rich yellow. 
but enhanced by broad, thickly radiated lines of reddish chocolate, which 
extend throughout the throat ; the outer surface is entirely of a clear yellow. 
P. Manni gives the hybrid a bold, stately appearance and vigorous constitu- 
tion, while P. maculatus, in addition to the soft yellow of its blossoms, beau- 
tiies the foliage with many yellow blotches. It is named by permission in 
honour of E. Ashworth, Esq., of Harefield Hall, Wilmslow, Cheshire. 


Price on application. 


Sobralia Brandtia Aränzlın. 


A charming introduction from Brazil, named by Professor Dr. Kränzlin 
in honour of Frau Ida Brandt, of Zurich, and described fully in the Gardeners’ 
Chronicle, May 16th, 1896. Both in structure and colour it is one of the most 
distinct species yet introduced, the neat, compact shape, if possible, making 
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CHYSIS CHELSONI. 
Price 105s. each. 


For full description, sce page 18. 


ORCHIDS. 


CYPRIPEDIUM EURYANDRUM, 


Price 688. each. 


For full description, sec page 18. 
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Heidelberg, den 5. Mai 1906. 


)eutscher Studenten zu Heidelberg 


p sich die Ehre 


ER v rl 299 Auf PHI 


ag, den 14. Mai 1906, abends pünktlich '/s9 Uhr 
le der Stadthalle statttindenden 


—— Vortragsabend ——— 


it Prof. Dr. Erich Marcks- Heidelberg wird einen 


Tag. 8203. 
COELOGYNE PERAKENSIS. 


Perak. 


ORCHIDACEAE. Tribe EPIDENDREAE. 


COELOGYNE, Lindl. ; Benth. et Hook. y Gen. Plant. vol. iii. p. 518; Lindl. Fol. 
Orch. Coelog. p. I 


Coelogyne perakensis, Kolfe; a C. sulphurea, Reichb. f., pseudobulbis 
majoribus, scaporum vaginis longioribus et bracteis manifeste angustioribus 
differt. 

Herba epiphytica, circa 30-40 cm. alta. Pseudobulbi approximati, ovoideo- 
oblongi, 4-5 cm. longi, ds Na arn Folia longe petiolata, anguste 
elliptiea vel oblongo-lanceolata, subacuta, coriacea, 19-17 cm. ERO 
Scapi sub anthesi ad basin pseudobulbi longius imbricato-vaginati, 15-2 
em. longi, erecti; racemi laxi, multiflori. Zracteae lineares, acutae, Inox 
reflexae, deciduae, 2-2'5 em. longae, carneae. Pedicelli graciles, circa 
l em. longi. Sepala patentia, lanceolato-oblonga, subobtusa, paullo 
concava, 1:3-1:5 em. longa, ochracea. Petala linearia, obtusa, revoluta, 
sepalis breviora, pallide viridia. ^ Labellum tri lobum, sepalis brevius, 

pallide flavum, me io macula aurantiaca ornatum; lobi laterales lineares, 

Ber alcati, obtusi, patentes; lobus i: itermedius obeordato- Türen segmentis 
latis obtusis ; discus lamellis 2 carnosis laevibus ornatus. Columna clavat: » 
arcuata, late alata, circa 5 mm. longa. Pollinia 4, ad glandulam latam 
adnata.— Coe logyne sulphurea, Hook. f. Fl. Brit. Ind. vol. v. p. 833 (non 
Reichb. f.); Ridl. Mater. Fl. Malay Penins. part 1, p. 132. 


Two quite distinet species have been confused under 
the name Coelogyne sulphurea. The original Was based 
upon Chelonanthera pe MC Blume, Bijdr. p 283, a 
native of Java, but Sir J. D. Hooker d ards included 
under the name a Perak pl: unt which had been collected | y 
Scortechini and Wray, and in this he was followed | by Mr. 
H. N. Ridley, the latter pointing out that in some respects 
the species "was almost intermedia! te between the eenera 
Coelogyne and Pholidota. "The late Dr. E. Pfitzer, in mono- 
graphing the Coelogyne group, proposed several new genera, 
and among them Chelonistele, in Engl. Pflanzenreich, Orch. 
Coelog. p. 136, to include Coelogyne sulphurea, Beichb. is 
and four other species, Chelonanthera being retained for 
Blume's original Chelonanthera gibbosa and one other: ; but 


the differences between them are so slieht that the id name 
JuLy, 1908. 


Coelogyne is here preferred. Should Chelonistele be 
ultimately retained, however, the name Chelonistele perak- 
ensis will apply to the present plant. ^ Pfitzer does not 
cite either the Perak plant or the Flora of British India 
under his Chelonistele sulphurea, so probably did not include 
it, but the only other species with which it could be con- 
fused are Coe logyne tenuiflora, Ridl., a native of Borneo, and 
C. lurida, L. Lind. and Cogn., w hou habitat is not recorded. 
Both are figured, however, and as Ridley treats the former 
as distinct, le the latter has the bracts and side lobes of 
the lip relatively twice as broad, the only possible course is 
to consider the UA nt one as distinct. 

The Javan Coelogyne EEE Reichb. f., has long been 
cultivated at Kew, and in 1903 the Malay an plant was 
received from the Royal Botanie Garden, Gla ısnevin, under 
the same name. "The two species flow ered together during 
January of the present year, thus affording an opportunity 
of clearing up the confusion between them. 


DrscniPTION.— Epiphyte, 1-14 ft. high. — Pseudobulbs 
approximate, ovoid-oblong, 13-2 in. long, 1- leaved. 
Leaves long-petioled, oblong-lanceolate Or narrowly ellipti- 
cal, subacute, coriaceous, 5-7 in. long; petiole 2-4 in. long. 
Scapes erect, borne the young - growths from the base 
of the old pseudobull s, 1-2 ft. hig gh, t the basal half covered 
with imbricating brown sheaths ; raceme lax, many- 
flowered. | Bracts linear, acute, soon reflexed, and decidu- 
ous, 3-1 in. long, rose-pink. Pedicels slender, nearly 3 in. 
long. Sepals spreading, lanceolate-oblong, subobtuse, some- 
what concav e, about 4 in. long, light buff. Petals linear, 
obtuse, revolute, rather Potter than the sepals, light green. 
Lip strongly : 3-lobed, rather shorter than the sepals ; light 
yellow with a deep "elfe blotch on the disc; side lobes 
linear, slightly faleate, obtuse, spreading; front lobe obeor- 
dately 9-lobed, with bread obtuse segments; dise with a 
pair of smooth fleshy keels. Column clavate, broadly 
winged, somewhat curved, less than half as long as the lip. 
Pollinia 4, attached to a broad viscus.—R. A. Rourr. 


Fig. 1, flower, with v wn removed and 1 petal uncurled; 2 and 3 pollinia, 
seen from front and bacl x; 4, whole plant :—1-9 enlarged, 4 much reduced. 
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